
“This church shall develop social statements … that will 

guide the life of this church as an institution and inform 

the conscience of its members in the spirit of Christian 

liberty.” (ELCA social statement, “The Church in Society: 

A Lutheran Perspective.”)  

 

We’ve all heard of social statements, but did you know 

that the ELCA has 12 social statements currently in 

place?  What exactly is a social statement?  The ELCA 

website states “social statements are teaching and pol-

icy documents that provide broad frameworks to assist 

us in thinking about and discussing social issues in the 

context of faith and life. They are meant to help com-

munities and individuals with moral formation, delib-

eration and becoming thoughtfully engaged with cur-

rent social issues as we participate in God’s work in the 

world. Social statements also set policy for the ELCA 

and guide its advocacy and work as a publically engaged 

church. They result from an extensive process of partici-

pation and deliberation and are adopted by a two-

thirds vote of an ELCA Churchwide Assembly.” 

 

Have you ever wondered who is involved in that 

“extensive process of participation”?  Well, you have 

the opportunity to be the “who”!  Currently, the ELCA is 

facilitating the process for creating the Women & Jus-

tice social statement. 

 

I recently attended a training in Chicago for Process 

Builders. As part of the process, the Women and Jus-

tice: One in Christ Task Force has made it a priority to 

hear from people throughout the whole church body.  

One of the primary ways the task force can hear from 

members are gatherings that we call “Listening Events” 

facilitated by Process Builders.  These gatherings are 

important because they provide a forum for hearing 

concerns, input, and suggestions for the task force to 

consider and discuss or study in depth.  They are open-

ended and represent a listening to or a “brain-

storming” with members of the church who want to 

surface issues and concerns they think merit the task 

force’s attention.  As you can imagine these events are 

well-suited for involving the whole church body in the 

social statement process, as well as for gaining a bet-

ter understanding of the issues important to church 

members.  Listening events come in many formats and 

may involve groups either large or small. 

 

I will be conducting a listening event at the VSWO con-

vention in August.  However, if you’re interested in 

having an event in your unit or conference, please let 

me know.  I want to make sure the views of Virginia 

Lutherans are made known in Chicago.  I can only do 

so with your help.  I will facilitate the sessions with 

questions and information on the social statement 

process.  The only help I will need from you is to 

spread the word about the events. 

 

If you have any questions about listening events or 

would like to sponsor an event in your area, please let 

me know.  I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

In Christ, 

Judy 

Judy Casteele 

casteele@rockbridge.net 

540.294.9998 

 

Women & Justice: ELCA Social Statement in Development 

A Closer Look at the Virginia Synodical Women’s Organization 

Winter 2014  

Visions 



 

As we look not to the things that are seen but to the 

things that are unseen.  For the things that are seen 

are temporary, but the things that are unseen will last 

forever.  2 Corinthians 4:18 

 

Remember playing board games as a kid and begging 

for a do over when we didn’t roll a good number or 

lost a turn?  Remember begging our playmates for a 

DO OVER?  Sometimes, we got that second chance 

and well, other times we weren’t so lucky. 

 

One year ago today (December 28, 2012),  I received 

the dreaded news that I had breast cancer.  On that 

day I got down on my knees and begged God to give 

me a do over.  I prayed and prayed for that second 

chance.  I prayed for my own life which I had never 

had to do before.  I made promises to God that I 

would change in so many ways if He would only grant 

me a second chance of life.  Even though I am still in 

active treatment I can honestly say that my prayers 

were answered and I am getting that do over with my 

life. 

 

As I reflect back on this past year I realize that not 

only has God given me a second chance of a longer 

life, He has given me a whole new outlook on life and 

much, much more. 

 

Here are just a few of the small do-overs for me:  new 

hair, new healthy nails, a healthier life style, and a 20 

pound weight loss from a diet I do not recommend.  

 

Having cancer has given me some amazing opportuni-

ties and it has actually blessed me in many ways.  It 

has allowed me to support and help other women 

who are newly diagnosed with breast cancer.  As a 

matter of fact, three really good friends are going 

through treatments right now.  I have laughed and 

cried with them, helped them choose physicians and 

surgeons and simply been that person they can see 

who has made it through the tough times.  I pray this 

has lessened their fears and given them hope. 

 

 

 

 

Because of my diagnosis it has allowed me to change 

my priorities making sure that I put my God first, my  

family second and all other things to follow.  My faith 

is stronger than ever and I totally believe that prayer 

works.  I have been able to meet new friends while 

getting my chemo and attending support groups.  I 

even had the chance to join old friends like Bert Pol-

ing, Carolyn Moyer, Donna Shields and Jane McAlister 

for a sewing group.  They are friends from my church 

who are teaching me to sew pillow case dresses.    

 

I am indeed so thankful for my do over and this sec-

ond chance of life. 

 

I am also thankful for a new year that will allow me to 

serve harder, love more, be a better person.  This will 

help me to be a better wife, mother, daughter, sister 

and friend to those I love the most. 

 

I think back and realize that there are many things 

that I wanted to do better and things that I wanted to 

accomplish last year that came to a stop.  Now, I will 

have a time to do over the things that I failed to do.  

 

Do-overs are just another form of resolutions but are 

maybe just small changes or chances.  Now that it is a 

new year for all of us, we have another chance for a 

do over in many aspects of our lives.  It is so easy to 

let time slip away from us and before we know it all 

the things we intended to do got away from us.   

 

But the good news is that God has given us a chance 

for a do over.   

 

Remember our challenges for the VSWO from last 

year’s convention?  Did time slip away before you had 

a chance to act on these challenges?  It’s not too late. 
 (continued on next page) 

 

 

A Do Over   
Risse Snelgrove, President 



 

We now all get a chance for a VSWO do over by: 

 

◊ Attending units meetings, conference gath-

erings, the Triennial Gathering in July and 

attend our VSWO convention in August. 

◊ Do a service project in your church, commu-

nity or another country. 

◊ Mentor a young woman in your church and 

introduce her to Women of the ELCA. 

◊ Make a few pillowcase dresses for those lit-

tle girls in Africa. 

◊ Consider serving on the VSWO board. 

◊ Pray every Monday at noon with your fellow 

sisters for all those on our VSWO prayer list. 

◊ Stretch a little more to give to our Organiza-

tion. 

 

◊ Remember our Thrivent Trust Fund and Roa-

noke College Scholarship Fund. 

 

Yes, God definitely gives us do-overs, even if they are 

sometimes small ones.  But, with all of us taking a do 

over they become a big gift from God. 

 

May 2014 bring you many do-overs! 

 

Blessings, 

 

Risse 

  

A Do Over  (continued) 

 

Catching up with Haley Vay Poynter: VSWO Scholarship Recipient 
 

Do you remember hearing from Haley Vay Poynter, a VSWO Roanoke College recipient from several years ago?  Well, I 

recently had the pleasure of catching up with Haley at the Women & Justice event in Chicago.  When we met, I thought 

her name sounded familiar and then it hit me and I asked her if she was a VSWO Scholarship recipient.  She said yes 

and we continued to talk about her faith journey.  After her graduation from Roanoke College, Haley went on to attend 

Gettysburg Seminary. She is now the Family and Youth Pastor at Zion Lutheran Church in York, PA.  Haley said, “It is 

because the women of the church believed in me that I believed in myself and was able to go to seminary at age 22.  I 

am a pastor today, because of the support I received from the women of the Virginia Synod.” 

 

Wow!  What a testimony to how our faith in action can multiply.  Haley is evidence of God’s work through our hands.  

Risse’s article reminded me that my do-over for today is to make an intentional gift to the VSWO Scholarship fund in 

Haley’s honor.  What’s yours?       -Judy Casteele 

Surprise – you are on XYZ committee 
~Helen Weaver, Communications 

 

Of all the feedback we get regarding the Annual Convention, one of the most common is 

that delegates wished they could know in advance what committee they were serving on, 

especially if they will be chair of that committee. Unfortunately, the President is unable to 

make committee assignments until after registration has closed (which is only a short 

time before the convention) and we know how many delegates to expect. But rest as-

sured, your voice has been heard, and this year, there will be more explanation of the re-

sponsibilities and more time allotted for committee work. We want our delegates to feel 

comfortable in their role at the convention, be eager to participate, and ready to volun-

teer again for 2015. 



 

Epiphany means “Light”, and as disciples of Christ we are to be the “Light”.  As we go about our daily 

lives, how often do we show the “Light of Christ”?  With prayer and an openness to the will of God, all 

things are achievable. 

   

Our committee is endeavoring to develop a booklet of advice that we would give to young women as 

they graduate high school, go to college, leave home, and/or enter the work force.  Please prayerfully 

consider sending your letters of advice to Iris Will iriswill@verizon.net or to Anna Barb 

barb.anna@yahoo.com.  This compilation of spiritual writing advice will be entitled “As You Go On Your 

Way....”  All help for this project is appreciated, we hope to have this available for distribution at our 2014 

Convention in August. 

 

Introducing CWO Representative: Betsy Baguhn 

Betsy Baguhn will join us at our August 2014 convention as the Churchwide 

representative to our convention.  Betsy was appointed to the executive 

board of Women of the ELCA in September 2009 to complete the unfinished 

term of a board member who resigned. She was then elected to the board at 

the 2011 convention. She serves on the budget and finance committee. 

 

Previously, she served on the board of the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 

Synodical Women’s Organization (2001–2003) and as vice president (2003–

2007). Betsy also served as a triennial gathering promoter. 

 

Betsy was raised in the United Church of Christ, then joined the Lutheran 

Church–Missouri Synod. Later she joined a predecessor church body of the 

ELCA when she moved to Mt. Horeb, Wis. Realizing that life in small towns 

revolves around church and school activities, she quickly got involved in both. 

 

As a member of Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mount Horeb, Betsy has been active in several areas of the music 

ministry and an office volunteer, stewardship secretary, Sunday school teacher, unit president, Bible study leader, 

quilter, synod assembly voting member, worship assistant, and lay preacher. 

 

Betsy and Frederick were married in 1973. They, their two adult children, and daughter-law are all licensed ama-

teur radio operators (call sign WN9GOC) and as such are active in community service and education. 

 

Betsy takes membership in any organization very seriously, believing that volunteering to take a leadership role 

and training new leaders are necessary to the well-being of organizations we care about. She views serving on the 

executive board of the churchwide expression of the Women of the ELCA as a great privilege and looks forward to 

sharing her enthusiasm for the organization.  
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Mission Discipleship 
Anna Barb & Iris Will 



Who are We? Bold Women of Many Generations 

~Sherry Frye 
 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
VSWO Convention:    August 14 – 15, 2014 

 

Theme:    Who Are We?  Bold Women of Many Generations 

 

Bible Verse:  Ephesians 2:10:  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

Convention Hymn:  "We are One in Mission" 

 

Where:  Muhlenberg Lutheran, Harrisonburg, VA 

 

Cost:   

◊ Registration:  $25 if you register by July 1.  If you register after July 1, the cost 

is $50.  Registration includes lunch & dinner. 

◊ Hotel: Comfort Inn, includes breakfast, $89.43 for two people; $10 for each ex-

tra person. To reserve call 540-433-0793.   

 

Come and join us for a chance to meet new people, grow in faith and share your 

gifts with fellow sisters in Christ. And don’t forget to bring your pillowcase 

dresses! 

 



From the Triennial Gathering Promoter ~ Jana Snelgrove 

 

 

Have you registered for the Women of the ELCA Triennial convention yet?  

There’s still time!  Also, if you don’t have a room yet, we now have a block 

of rooms at the Hyatt Place Downtown Hotel.  We have a block of 30 

rooms on hold until July 3rd. The hotel is brand-new, opened in late fall of 

2013 (which is probably why it's not part of the WELCA room block). The 

rate is $119 no matter how many share the room, we have 25 2 Q bed 

rooms and 5 K bed rooms blocked. The rate includes breakfast. You can 

cancel anytime up to 4pm day of arrival. A tip from someone who has 

stayed there was to request a North-facing room as it has a better view. 

The hotel has a rooftop pool and restaurant which is opening in the next 

month or two. I found out there is a free shuttle Mon-Fri to places down-

town including the convention center but it only runs from 7:30-9:30am. 

The same company has a car/van service for a fee for off-times. Valet parking is $20 a day. The hotel is 2-3 blocks from 

the convention center so within walking distance and across the street from the NASCAR museum if you are into that.   

 

Here’s some information directly from the hotel: 

 

“We are so excited that you have selected the brand new Hyatt Place Charlotte Downtown Hotel for VSWO’s overnight 

accommodations this coming July! Your room block is all set up and your guests are able to begin making their sleeping 

room reservations. Please know that our cancellation policy is up until 4:00pm the day of arrival and a credit card is 

required to hold the room only; There will be no charges made to the credit card provided unless someone does not 

show up for the reservation and it is not canceled.  

 

For your convenience, I have outlined the steps to make reservations within your room block below. 

MAKING A RESERVATIONS BY PHONE 

1.      Dial 1-888-735-2978 toll free.  Specify the Hyatt Place Charlotte Downtown Hotel. 

2.      State your group name (VSWO – Virginia Synodical Women’s Organization) and arrival and departure dates 

3.      Please have a credit card available to hold the room. Please note you will also be required to present a method of 

payment at check in. 

 

MAKING A RESERVATION ONLINE 

1.      Please go to: 

http://www.charlottedowntown.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html?corp_id=G-VSWO 

2.      Specify the dates in which you would like to arrive and depart and the discounted group rate plan should auto-

matically populate. 

4.      Please have a credit card available to hold the room. Please note you will also be required to present a method of 

payment at check in. 

***If you go to our main hotel webpage, you can also manually enter your group code (G-VSWO) and dates***’” 

  

  

 

One last request.  Please add my TGP number on your registration form so, I will receive credit from Church-

wide.  Every person that registers under my TGP number CW will give me a discount on my registration.  My number is 

9ATGP 

 

 

 



VSWO Board & Officers 
 

Name & Position Contact Information Board Assignments Church/Conference/date of birth 

Risse Snelgrove 

President 

 

35781 Bowen Place 

Purcellville, VA 20132 

540.338.0579 

540.454.1273 

rsnelgrove@aol.com 

President 

Northern Valley Liaison 

Bethel, Winchester 

Northern Valley 

DOB: 7/14 

Carol Bailey 

Vice President 

604 Gold Valley Rd. 

Locust, VA 22508 

540.972.0371 

tcmtnest@comcast.net 

Vice President, Convention 

Chair 

Germanna/Page Liaison 

 

Resurrection, Fredericksburg 

Germanna 

7/11 

Sherry Frye 

Secretary 

5800 Harbor Bluff Terrace 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

804.739.4801 (h) 

804.539.1914 (c) 

sherryfrye@aol.com 

Secretary, Unit 

Development, Convention 

Liaison 

 

Christ the King, Richmond 

Richmond 

11/5 

Peggy Baseler 

Treasurer 

2167 Brook Creek Rd. 

Toms Brook, VA 22660 

540.436.8303 (h) 

540.325.2204 (cell) 

Pb4jc@shentel.net 

Treasurer Emanuel, Woodstock 

Central Valley 

7/22 

Anna Barb 

 

5501 Alum Springs Rd 

Edinburg, VA 22824 

540.856.2976 (h) 

540.459.2154 (w) 

Barb.anna@yahoo.com 

Mission Spiritual Growth 

and Unit Development 

 

St. Jacobs, Edinburg 

Central Valley 

6/23 

Sara Barb Roanoke College, Salem, VA Liaison to Central Valley St. Paul/Jerome, Edinburg 

Ellen Greene 1533 Lea View Ave #1 

Norfolk, VA 23503 

757.717.9524 

Clemgreene@aol.com 

Conference Coordinator, 

Mission Spiritual Growth, 

Conference Coordinator, 

Convention Liaison 

Tidewater Liaison 

 

St. Andrew, Portsmouth 

Tidewater 

11/24 

Connie Saunders 37 College Drive 

Bluefield, VA 24605 

276.322.5753 (h0) 

304.920.1051 © 

csaunders@citilink.net 

Stewardship 

Retreat Planning 

Project Promoter 

Highlands Liaison 

Immanuel, Bluefield 

Highlands 

9/11 

Bonnie Mantta 2041 Cherry Lane 

Chesapeake, VA 23323 

757.935.7199 

Conference Coordinator, 

Mission Spiritual Growth, 

Mission Justice/Action 

 

St. Timothy, Norfolk 

Tidewater 

11/1 

Helen Weaver 14705 Ridge Point Drive 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

804.639.4554 (h) 

804.467.8026 (c) 

bnhmom@me.com 

Long Range Planning, 

Mission Justice/Action, 

Communication Chair, Unit 

Development 

Richmond Liaison 

 

Lutheran Church of our Saviour, 

Chesterfield 

Richmond 

3/30 

Christel Williams 6316 Gatesgreen Drive 

Chesterfield, VA 23832 

804.748.3298 

Christl234@aol.com 

Justice 

TDTR trainer 

Richmond Liaison 

Our Saviour, Richmond 

Richmond 

12/29 

Iris Will  3121 Kenmore Rd 

Richmond, VA 23225 

804.272.1942 (h) 

804.393.2462 © 

iriswill@verizon.net 

Mission Spiritual 

Growth/Discipleship, Gather 

Promoter, Unit 

Development 

Richmond Liaison 

Epiphany, Richmond 

Richmond 

10/7 
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As a community of women  

created in the image of God,  

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ,  

and empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

we commit ourselves to grow in  faith,  

affirm our gifts,  

support one another in our callings, engage in 

ministry and action,  

and promote healing and wholeness in the 

church, the society, and the world.  
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


