
The stage is bathed in dim light. Soft music plays soothingly in the background. 
On the stage are baskets, blankets, water jars, and other items that look like 
what women might have used in the Middle East thousands of years ago. This 
impression is further confirmed when a woman enters the room dressed in 
flowing robes, sandals, and headdress. She begins to speak about her life, and 
you are transported to another time and place… 
 
Christian actor Anita Gutschick brings women from Old and New Testament 
times to life in her dramatic presentations. Through a series of monologues, 
the women recount their personal stories, shedding light on their lives in a 
dramatic and engaging way. Their stories of triumph and tragedy reach across 
the generations to touch our hearts today. For example, in the Old Testament, 
Sarah, Abraham’s wife, brings us a message of faith as she leaves her home, 
deals with the disappointment of not having a son, and runs ahead of God’s 
plan. In the New Testament, Martha is too busy to take the time to enjoy Jesus 
at her table. Jesus teaches her a valuable lesson about what is truly important 
in life  
 
Anita believes that God has called her to do this work and she is passionate about the stories she tells.  The 
Virginia Synodical Women’s Organization of the Women of the ELCA are fortunate to have Anita share her 
ministry with us at our 2013 Convention, and are grateful to Thrivent Financial for Lutherans for under-
writing the cost of her appearance at Roanoke College.    
 
The VSWO Convention will be held July 19-21, 2013 at Roanoke College.  Participants who cannot attend the 
entire weekend may register for Saturday only. Anita’s performance will be at 1:00 pm on Saturday. 
 
- Judy Ann Fray, Mission Discipleship 
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Visions 

See Anita at the VSWO Convention 
Saturday, July 20, 1:00 P.M., Roanoke College 

(Haven’t registered yet?  Get registration forms on the  
events calendar at www.vasynod.org 

 or contact Judy Casteele at casteele@rockbridge.net or 540.264.9998) 



 
“Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say again Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all.   The Lord is near.  Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in every situation by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God 
and the peace of God which transcends all understanding will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”    
Philippians 4: 4-7 
 
Philippians 4: 4-7 is our upcoming convention Bible verse.  I don’t believe that it was just a coincidence that this verse 
was chosen by our convention planning team before I was diagnosed with breast cancer.  I have always felt as if this 
verse is speaking to me personally.  I truly believe that God guided our paths to this verse simply to remind us that He 
is near us and knows what lies ahead for each of us. 
 
My husband and I were youth advisors for years.  Some of the most precious memories we have as youth advisors 
were when we held retreats for the students.  At these retreats we would always have a bonfire to sing around and 
toast marshmallows for S’mores .   There was one ritual that the students particularly loved.  We held a ceremony to 
send our burdens and prayers to God in heaven through the fire and smoke.  Each person would write a letter, their 
prayer requests or burdens on a piece of paper.  Then, one at a time, we would place those letters and papers in the 
fire to burn and pray as the smoke carried our prayers and burdens up to heaven.  This ceremony was such an emo-
tional time but in many ways it allowed us to feel relief and a sense of freedom as our prayers and burdens would be 
lifted from us and handed over to God. 
 
Our convention Bible verse reminded me of those bonfire days and the special times we shared with the youth.  
There are days I wish I could just build a bonfire in my own back yard so I could send my prayers and burdens up in 
smoke to heaven on a daily basis.  This verse definitely touched my heart. 
 
I am often asked why I participate and serve in this organization.  Just being in the midst of thousands of Christian sis-
ters and being surrounded by their prayers, energy and commitment to make this world a better place are just a few 
reasons why I love and serve in this organization. 
 
I was able to travel to Chicago in February and attended the Women of the ELCA Conference of Presidents.  Sixty-four 
synodical presidents gathered from across the US and the Caribbean to worship, pray, be in fellowship and attend 
leadership training.  During this awesome weekend we celebrated the past 25 years and we shared our stories.   As I 
shared my experience of how I became involved with this organization I also shared the news of my breast cancer.  
Throughout the entire weekend I was lifted up in prayer and I was surrounded in love.  I visited with old friends and I 
made so many new friends.  I now not only have the women in the Virginia Synod praying for me, I now have women 
from all across the US and the Caribbean praying for me.  I have received so many cards, emails and gifts from hun-
dreds of women.   It’s funny to think that I didn’t even want to attend this gathering initially because of my illness, 
and it’s amazing to realize how quickly my mind changed once I was surrounded with all of those inspiring women. 
 
Sometimes, when we are inconvenienced is the best time to share our faith.  
I know without a doubt that God has placed me here in the midst of you and all the Women of the ELCA.  He prepared 
me over the last 25 years to be your president.  I have felt his gentle nudges for years and thought I was way too busy 
or not qualified to run for president. 
 
Sometimes, when we are inconvenienced is the best time to share our faith.  
Every May I have anxiety about our July convention and our upcoming elections.  I worry if we will have enough  
women attend our convention then I worry that we will not have women who will run for the open positions on our 
board.   As the convention planning is in full motion and almost completed, the convention planning team and your  
 
 
 

A Word from Risse 
Risse Snelgrove, President 



A Word from Risse (continued) 

 
Board members are in constant prayer and petition asking God for women to send in their registrations and also 
touch hearts to serve on our board.   At this convention we will be electing a president, treasurer and four board 
members.   We ask God to open the minds and hearts of women in the Virginia Synod and allow them to feel the gen-
tle nudges God may be sending to serve on our VSWO Board. 
 

Sometimes, when we are inconvenienced is the best time to share our faith.  
If you will recall at last year’s convention we went into our business sessions lacking three board members to run.  
Through prayer and petition we asked God to touch hearts and bring forth three women to serve Him through this 
organization.   Our prayers were indeed answered by touching Judy Ann Fray,  Helen Weaver and Nia Indelicato.  Our 
board has been so blessed by these women.   Judy Ann brings her experience as a past president while Helen and Nia 
have given us fresh new ideas and are introducing us to technology and social media in ways that can  promote our 
mission and purpose.  We are so thankful for these women who said yes to the call. 
 
Sometimes, when we are inconvenienced is the best time to share our faith.  
As of our last board meeting on April 27th we were still in need of women to run for the above positions.   I ask each 
of you to please be in constant prayer and petition asking God to touch hearts of those who have the desire to serve 
Him through our organization.   Is God speaking to you?  Do you know of a woman who would be perfect for our 
board?  Is God nudging you to serve?  The VSWO needs you! 
 
Sometimes, when we are inconvenienced is the best time to share our faith.  
At our convention we will also be electing three delegates to the Churchwide Women of the ELCA Triennial Conven-
tion in July of 2014.  The rank order of electing these delegates is 1 women of color, 1 first time delegate at a Triennial 
Convention and 1 delegate elected from all other women.  Delegates must be nominated from their congregational 
unit and they cannot be elected from the floor.  Therefore, it is so important to have women on the ballots before our 
July convention.   Please pray for women who have the desire to represent our VSWO at our next Triennial conven-
tion. 
 
Sometimes, when we are inconvenienced is the best time to share our faith.  
Come and Rejoice with Bold Women at our 26th annual VSWO Convention July 19-21 at Roanoke College.   Judy 
Casteele, Carol Bailey and their convention planning team have been working so hard to make this the best conven-
tion ever.  As we focus on Bold Women in the Bible we will also rejoice and celebrate the women of the VSWO.  Come 
share in the fun, fellowship, learning and worshiping with your sisters in Christ.  Come share your story with others. 
 
Sometimes, when we are inconvenienced is the best time to share our faith.  
In closing I will share with you some of my story.  For me it is hard to imagine not serving this organization.  For the 
past 26 years I have served in my congregational units, as a board member and Vice President in two different Synods 
before serving as president.  I have served on the Churchwide level twice by volunteering on the leadership training 
team and serving on the national nominating committee.  While serving on the national nominating committee I was 
living in Houston, Texas.  During that weekend in Chicago I had the pleasure of meeting Judy Ann Fray.  Judy Ann and I 
became great friends in a short period of time.  Over the years Judy Ann and I kept in touch by emails, phone calls and 
letters.  Judy Ann was the first person I called when I learned that my husband’s company would be transferring us to 
Virginia.  She is the reason I am attending my church and serving in the VSWO.   That connection did not just happen 
by chance.  I know that God connected Judy Ann and me that special weekend.  He was preparing me for my job as 
your president.  He led me to all of you through Judy Ann.  (continued on following page) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



A Word from Risse (continued) 

 
 
Sometimes, when we are inconvenienced is the best time to share our faith.  
Serving with Women of the ELCA has blessed me in so many ways.   I have developed wonderful lifelong friendships 
all over the US through this organization. Because of this organization I have been successful not only in my church 
work but also in my professional life.  I have grown leaps and bounds in my faith and confidence because of the op-
portunities I have experienced through Women of the ELCA.  I have managed to serve in this organization through all 
stages of my life.  Women in this organization were there for me through marriage, births, divorce and now as I battle 
breast cancer. 
 
Sometimes, when we are inconvenienced is the best time to share our faith.  
I believe with all of my heart that God is nudging you to serve Him through the VSWO.  All you need to do is stop and 
listen.  Be constant in prayer asking Him to open your heart and mind to let you know his plans for you.  I know he is 
giving you a gentle nudge calling out to you. 
 
Sometimes, when we are inconvenienced is the best time to share our faith.  
Let’s not wait until convention for prayer and petitions to find women to run for our board.   Let’s do it now.  As I 
hand over all of my anxiety to Jesus Christ, I ask you to do the same and consider sharing this experience with me and 
your fellow board members. 
 
So, if you are looking for a place to gather with other women to serve and share your faith, the VSWO is just that 
place for you.  We are a community of women where fellowship, friendship, study and advocacy are nurtured.  Here 
you will find inventive and imaginative support.  Please join us even in the inconvenience.  You will not regret it. 
 
Rejoice with Bold Women July 19-21 at Roanoke College.  I can’t wait to see you. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Risse 

Brag a Little...Share your Ideas! 
 
The stewardship table at our VSWO Convention in July is going to feature 
your unit....please bring all your brag stuff for your unit to Convention so 
we may display it.   It will be a great way to exchange ideas and to show 
each other what we do to spread God's love and word.    



Getting Ready for Convention... 
A Guide for Resolutions 

 
 
Resolution…another name for New Business 
When we get together in a group of 5 or 10 people, it is fairly simple to discuss an issue or concern and at some point 
reach a solution—a plan of action.  An agreement about that solution can usually be reached in a reasonable amount of 
time. 
 
If we are talking about 25 people, 100 people, 300 people, etc., the process to come to an agreement changes, in order 
for all to participate.  As time constraints change, we must find a way to efficiently work through presenting and dis-
cussing an issue. 
 
Henry M. Robert wrote a manual that would put into one work the statement of parliamentary law and a set of pro-
posed rules of order.  This manual was ready by the end of 1875 and used to this day to govern most deliberative bod-
ies:  Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 
The RESOLUTION is Robert’s way to present issues and proposed actions to resolve concerns and reach a solution. 
 
Delegates and Congregational Units may present Resolutions 
A resolution is a main motion which, either because of its importance or because of its length and complexity, may be 
submitted in writing in advance of the Convention.  The introduction of a resolution brings business before the Conven-
tion that must be discussed and voted upon.  Congregational Units are encouraged to submit resolutions in the proper 
form to the Committee of Reference and Counsel by the close of the business session on Saturday morning.  This com-
mittee then reviews and makes copies, which are then distributed to the delegates  for review.  Resolutions are then 
brought before the Convention as new business being recommended or not recommended by the Committee, or can 
be referred to a committee for consideration. 
 
In other words, if you, as a delegate or a Congregational Unit, have a concern that you want addressed  by the Conven-
tion or Board a resolution  should be presented at Convention by the close of the business session on Saturday morn-
ing.  All resolutions will be referred to the Committee on Reference and Counsel for review and recommendation to the 
Convention at large.  This is the way we conduct business in a large gathering 
 
Please consider this action prayerfully, and should you as a delegate or a Congregational Unit feel there is some need 
not being met by the Board or organization, let us know via a resolution.  It will then be addressed by all women of Vir-
ginia Synod through our elected delegates. 
 
 
 Need help writing a resolution? 

 
Erin Bain serves as the VSWO Parliamentarian.   If you or your unit have business that you’d like your 
unit’s delegate to bring before the convention and need help putting it into the form of a resolution,  

Erin can help! 
 

She’s available by email at ebain00@gmail.com 
Or by phone at 540.994.0226. 

 
Erin will also be available at convention to assist delegates with writing resolutions. 



Introducing our New Triennial Gathering Promoter 
 

 
Due to personal reasons Melissa Doyle had to step down from the role as the VSWO TGP.  Melissa has done a marvel-
ous job and she plans on staying connected to our synod.  We thank Melissa for all she has done the past year as our 
TGP.  We will miss Melissa so much. 
 
The good news is that Jana Snelgrove from Bethel Lutheran Church in Winchester has been appointment by the VSWO 
Board to take Melissa’s place as our new TGP.  Melissa and Jana have met to start making the transition already. 
 
Jana has been active in the Women of the ELCA since she was a young girl since her mother Risse started taking her to 
conventions at an early age.  Jana is only 23 years old but she has already attended two Triennial Gatherings.  The first 
time she attended a Triennial Gathering was in Philadelphia, PA at the age of 13, then again at the age of 16 when the 
Triennial Gathering was held in San Antonio, Texas.  Jana has accepted this job with excitement and full knowledge of 
the job responsibilities.  She is eager to help plan and arrange our plans for 
Charlotte in 2014. Look for Jana at our upcoming convention and be sure to 
visit her display.  We are so excited to have Jana as our new TGP! 
 
To contact Jana for promotional materials, information and invite her to 
attend your Conference Gatherings, please see her contact information be-
low. 
 

 

News from your Triennial Gathering Promoter 
 

“Nothing could be finer than to be in Carolina” July 24-27, 2014.  Charlotte, 
NC is the host for the 9th Triennial Gathering.  We have not had a Triennial Gathering this close to us since Washington, 
D.C. in 1996.  With the Triennial Gathering so close to us you just can’t miss this opportunity.  We hope to have the big-
gest group ever from our VSWO attending.  Plan now to attend the next Triennial Gathering.  Fun, fellowship, learning 
opportunities, worship and great speakers are just some of what you’ll experience at the Gathering.   
 
I have bookmarks, flyers, stickers and business cards to give to anyone interested.  I will be attending our VSWO con-
vention this July and will have information for you to take home and share with your congregational units. 
 
The 2014 Triennial Gathering will be held at the Convention Center in Charlotte.  The theme is “of many generations.”  
So start planning now to attend with your daughters, granddaughters, sisters and friends.  This would be a great vaca-
tion spot for families, too.  Churchwide has researched and secured four hotels near the Convention Center for our 
stay.  They are blocking sets of rooms, so our VSWO group can stay together.  Registration opens in September so let’s 
see how many people we can register before December 2013.  We are working on possible group transportation for 
those who do not wish to travel alone or drive to Charlotte.   
 
Churchwide staff is busy arranging speakers, worship leaders, tours and servant events.  Check the Women of the ELCA 
website, www.womenoftheelca.org, for breaking information regarding the Gathering.   
 
If you already know that you will be attending, please let me know so I can make you a priority to keep you informed of 
the latest news.  You can reach me Jana Snelgrove by phone at 703-216-3041 or by email at jsnelgr@g.clemson.edu.  
 
“Nothing could be finer that to be in Carolina” with each of you!   

 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org
mailto:jsnelgr@g.clemson.edu


God Colors Outside the Lines 
Mission Justice: Christel Williams, Sherry Casteele, Bonnie Mantta 
 
  

He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of 
the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones 
live?”  I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”  4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 
these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!  Ezekiel 37:2-4  

Ezekiel already suspected that God could color outside the lines when the Lord asked 
him whether those dry bones could live. Ezekiel knew that the restoration of Israel 
had been long waiting and longed for, but never in his wildest dreams did he expect 
to be cast into a barren place surrounded by bones. Yet that is where God placed 
him. Ezekiel knew enough not to attempt to answer God’s question – he was com-
fortable with the idea that God could and often does color outside the lines!  

Diversity is one way God demonstrates genius at coloring outside the lines. Diversity is not a gift from God; it is also a 
trait of God. In other words, God’s ways are not captured within the borders of our thoughts or the borders of how we 
choose to live. God’s ways are not contained within our own culture or another culture. God is unpredictable. God col-
ors outside the lines!  
 
Come and join us for a short workshop on Diversity and God’s Church as we experience coloring outside the lines at our 
convention at Roanoke College. 

 

Show and Share 
Helen Weaver—Mission Stewardship 
 
Has your unit or conference done anything exciting? Is there a project you have worked extra hard on that has left you 
with a feeling of pride and accomplishment?  Have you started a new group or new activity? How about sharing with 
the rest of the class: Be bold and submit an article to Visions or post on our Facebook page so that we can all learn 
from, and share in, your news. Pastor Terrie Sternberg shared a picture on our Facebook page of what the women of 
her church did for Bold Women’s Sunday and it’s now the cover photo for the WELCA Facebook page. Here’s an exam-
ple of an article you can submit to us: 
 
A group of ladies at Lutheran Church of Our Saviour in the Richmond conference started a new circle last fall. The Esther 
Circle meets the 3rd Saturday of the month for breakfast at a local restaurant and conversation/learning focusing on 
social issues. We are working our way through the Women of the ELCA social statements, looking at a different one 
each month.  Once we have gone through all of them, we will most likely revisit some of the topics as there is a lot to 
cover. And we hope that our discourse can lead to action as we find issues that speak to us and call us to mission. 
 
So send your news to casteele@rockbridge.net or to me at hkweaver@comcast.net and inspire the women of the 
VSWO. 

mailto:casteele@rockbridge.net
mailto:hkweaver@comcast.net


News from the spring 2013 executive board meeting 
 

 
The churchwide executive board of Women of the ELCA met April 20-21, 2013, at the Lutheran Center, Chicago, Il., re-
ceiving recommendations from the 2013 Conference of Synodical Presidents, designating offerings for the Ninth Trien-
nial Convention and the 2014 Triennial Gathering and adopting proposed rules of procedure for the next triennial con-
vention, among other things. 

Ninth Triennial Convention 
The Ninth Triennial Convention of Women of the ELCA will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina, July 22–24, 2014. The 

board approved proposed rules of procedure for the convention. It designated offerings received for the convention to 

be distributed in this fashion: 25% to Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services that will be celebrating its 75th anni-

versary in 2014; 25% to On Eagle’s Wings Ministries, a North Carolina-based organization that restores women and girls 

who have been sexually exploited through the commercial sex industry; and 50% to the ongoing churchwide ministries 

of Women of the ELCA. 

Recommendations from Conference of Presidents 
The executive committee referred a recommendation from the 2013 Conference of Synodical Presidents on program 

resources and education for parents and families of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual and questioning community 

to the board’s programs and communication committee. Three recommendations regarding logistical issues for the 

triennial convention and gathering were referred to the executive director. 

Other matters 
The board designated offerings for the 2014 Triennial Gathering in this fashion: 25% to Women of the ELCA scholar-

ships; 25% to the Katharina von Bora Luther Endowment Fund (known as “Katie’s Fund”); and 50% to the “International 

Leaders” portion of the ELCA’s 25th Anniversary Fundraising campaign to provide scholarships to 125 young women 

from global companion churches. Pending approval by the 2013 Churchwide Assembly, the campaign aims to raise 

$185 million over five years to meet multiple goals. 

 

The board established a calendar for the 2014-2017 triennium. The board learned that the executive committee of the 

board had revised and updated the position description for the position of executive director. The executive committee 

also reported out on research completed by an ad hoc task force regarding the role of churchwide representative at 

synodical conventions. 

 

In ongoing matters, the board heard reports from the president, treasurer, executive director and staff (including a re-

port on the 25th Anniversary Trip to Liberia), engaged in stewardship education and racial justice advocacy education, 

received reports from advisors and Church Women United and reviewed board members’ participation in the 2012 

conventions of synodical women’s organizations.  

 

A matter of new business that proposed creating a task force to explore the possibility of a joint churchwide event with 

Lutheran Men in Mission was defeated.  The board’s next meeting is October 18–19, 2013, in Chicago. 

 
 

 



As VSWO units and conferences, we do not always realize all that we do and give for Stewardship...so we’d like to 
highlight two churches  in the Tidewater Conference: St. Timothy in Norfolk and Holy Communion in Portsmouth.   
 
Last year's Fall Gathering was held at St Timothy's in Norfolk, and approximately 40 women came together to make 
ribbons to give out at each of our congregation's Rachel Day remembrance and learn about Lutheran Family Ser-
vices and their programs at the same time. We also put together 40 shoeboxes for the South Dakota to go to the 
Indian children for Christmas...so we had a learning and service project time during our time together, and every-
one is waiting to see what is going to happen this fall. 
 
We are very proud to share one of our units and what they are doing to share God's Gospel with others . 

 
 
 

Busy Bees  
2013 News from the Hive  

Holy Communion Lutheran Church,  
Portsmouth, Virginia 

 
2013 has been another very positive year for our group, with growing in 
fellowship and helping in many areas of our community.  These are a few 
of the things we’ve accomplished so far this year: 
  
January: Potato and Friendship Soup jars were given as meals for EDMARC Hospice for Children.   
  
February:  Made Valentine cards, tea and cookies for residents at Dominion Retirement Home. Annual donations 
were made to Jean Bozeman Endowment Fund, the Virginia Synod (VSWO) Lutheran Family Services, Luther Manor 
and the Union Mission.  We held a raffle of a Valentine Basket with the profit of $376.00 given to EDMARC Hospice 
for Children.  
  
March: Provided 10 Easter Baskets to EDMARC. 
  
April:  Community Bon-Fire, sold hot dogs, sodas, chips and can covers with Bible verses on them, the profit of 
$53.00 went to Special Olympics of Virginia. Also collected items for the Portsmouth Animal Shelter.  
  
May:  May 19th is our annual Mother’s Day Tea.   
  
Monthly, we send cards to members of our congregation who are ill, and to say “Hi!, We’re Thinking of You!.” 
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Let Us Brag Just a Little!  
Ellen Greene, Mission Stewardship 



 

Gunsten Mission & Ministry Memorial 
Ellen Greene, Mission Stewardship 

On Saturday, April 27th, your Board met for its quarterly meeting.  One of the areas of business was to discuss our 
outreach to our own Virginia areas that are requesting monies.  There are a lot of them, and we would like to be a 
part of all of them in one way or the other. At this time the Virginia Synod is putting together a Memorial Fund to 
honor our very outstanding Ambassador for Christ, Chip Gunsten. 
  
When I attended Chip’s memorial service, I was very touched by Bishop Mauney's homily on Chip, and there is one 
big part of it that has stuck with me.   Bishop Jim Mauney said, "Chip died in the hands of Christ...He was engaged in 
the rescue mission of the Lord...The spirit enlightened Chip." Bishop Mauney using Chip's name, talked about him as 
a "chip" of the cross, "a "chip" that we can carry on our shoulder and go on.  We can not fill his shoes by any stretch 
of the imagination, but hopefully with a lot of prayers and wonderful rostered and lay people, we can at least walk 
some of the paths that he has laid in his years of ministry with the Virginia Synod.  There were a lot of things that 
Chip was excited and passionate about, and we pray that excitement will continue in each of us, as we carry on his 
legacy for mission and ministry 
  
Chip blessed my life during the time he has worked with me on the Candidacy Process, as well as some of the other 
projects our paths have crossed in the life of the Synod.  I know each of you have your own stories to share, and it is 
with the love of Chip we have voted to give $500.00 to the Gunsten Mission and Ministry Fund.  Kris Gunsten, wife 
of Chip Gunsten, said, "He loved his job because it meant that he could work with all of you, get to know you, shar-
ing congregational struggles and joys because it meant sharing God's love for all of you. Please keep his love for mis-
sion and ministry going!"  As a community of women we are very honored to give to remember Chip through our 
gifts.  Thank each of you for making this possible. 

VSWO Nominations  
 
I would like to encourage Conference Coordinators, unit Presidents, and all WELCA units to look within 
their groups and find someone who would be a blessed addition to our VSWO Board.  Many people, myself 
included, don’t volunteer but will answer the call when asked. The VSWO needs nominations for two 
board members.  Check with your unit and forward nominations to Anna Barb (barb.anna@yahoo.com), 
5501 Alum Springs Rd., Edinburg, VA  22824. 
 
Anna Barb & Imogene Ryman 
Committee Members 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

It’s time for the Fair Share Travel Fund! 
 

I wish to remind each unit to send in their “FAIR SHARE TRAVEL” in order for unit to be reimbursed for 
travel costs to convention.  The Fair Share Travel Fund amount is $25.00.  Each unit contributes $25.00 and 
then we distribute the funds back to units so make travel equitable for all. We are fast approaching the 
June 1 deadline—so get your forms, registration, nominations, travel fund, and offerings mailed soon!   
 
Thanks,  
Anna Barb  

mailto:barb.anna@yahoo.com


VSWO Board & Officers 
 

Name & Position Contact Information Board Assignments Church/Conference/date of birth 

Risse Snelgrove 
President 
 

35781 Bowen Place 
Purcellville, VA 20132 
540.338.0579 
540.454.1273 
rsnelgrove@aol.com 

Long-Range Planning 
Leadership Training 
Northern Valley Liaison 

Bethel, Winchester 
Northern Valley 
DOB: 7/14 

Carol Bailey 
Vice President 

604 Gold Valley Rd. 
Locust, VA 22508 
540.972.0371 
tcmtnest@comcast.net 

Convention Planning 
Long Range Planning 
Page Liaison 

Resurrection, Fredericksburg 
Germanna 
7/11 

Sherry Frye 
Secretary 

5800 Harbor Bluff Terrace 
Midlothian, VA 23112 
804.739.4801 (h) 
804.539.1914 (c) 

Leadership Training Christ the King, Richmond 
Richmond 
11/5 

Anna Barb 
Treasurer 

5501 Alum Springs Rd 
Edinburg, VA 22824 
540.856.2976 (h) 
540.459.2154 (w) 
Barb.anna@yahoo.com 

Conference Coordinator 
Southern Valley Liaison 

St. Jacobs, Edinburg 
Central Valley 
6/23 

Judy Ann Fray PO Box 263 
Madison, VA 22727 
540.948.4220 
Ja.fray@verizon.net 

Discipleship 
Leadership Training 
Resource Promoter 
Germanna Liaison 

Hebron, Madison 
Germanna 
8/5 

Imogene Ryman 14785 Back Rd. 
Strasburg, VA 22657 
540.465.8184 

Discipleship 
Central Valley Liaison 

St. Stephen/North Mtn. Parish 
Central Valley 
10/29 

Sherry Casteele 5646 Chicwood Drive 
Pulaski, VA 24301 
540.980.3625 (h) 
540.577.2040 (c) 
Sherry.casteele@baesystems.com 

Justice 
Leadership Manual 
New River Liaison 

Trinity, Pulaski 
New River 
4/23 

Nia Indelicato 3940 Crabapple Rd 
Radford, VA 24141 
540.553.2035 (c) 
540.382.7262 (w) 
Life.in.liminal@gmail.com 

Discipleship 
Long Range Planning 
Highlands Liaison 

St. Michael, Blacksburg 
New River 
12/20 

Helen Weaver 14705 Ridge Point Drive 
Midlothian, VA 23112 
804.639.4554 (h) 
804.467.8026 (c) 
bnhmom@me.com 

Stewardship 
Communications 
Long Range Planning 
Southern Liaison 

Lutheran Church of our Saviour, 
Chesterfield 
Richmond 
3/30 

Christel Williams 6316 Gatesgreen Drive 
Chesterfield, VA 23832 
804.748.3298 
Christl234@aol.com 

Justice 
TDTR trainer 
Richmond Liaison 

Our Saviour, Richmond 
Richmond 
12/29 

Ellen Greene 1533 Lea View Ave #1 
Norfolk, VA 23503 
757.717.9524 
Clemgreene@aol.com 

Stewardship 
Convention Planning 
Peninsula Liaison 

St. Andrew, Portsmouth 
Tidewater 
11/24 

Bonnie Mantta 2041 Cherry Lane 
Chesapeake, VA 23323 
757.935.7199 

Justice 
Tidewater Liaison 

St. Timothy, Norfolk 
Tidewater 
11/1 

 



Non-profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit# 212 

Roanoke VA 

Virginia Synodical Women’s Organization 

Genie Brown 

Visions Circulation Manager 

5517 South Village Drive 

Roanoke, VA 24018 
 
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


